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A Word From the Director

lovely, unseasonably early spring we are enjoying, but life beyond college calls them, and 

Honors College, as over 60 students will be graduating with University Honors! Some of their 

stories are inside, as they have sent in reports of graduate school plans, awards, and national 

-

about faculty and alumni, bringing you the latest accomplishments of the extended Honors 

medaling ceremony in May and read about the many international adventures of the students!

Honors College Welcomes Internal Admits

who do not join the Honors College for their freshman year have an opportunity to apply 

-



Spring 2012
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HON 2515 and 3515 Spring Courses!

Lane’s Pros(e)titution class, as well as classics like Love & Death and Cre-

ative Life and Practice

Given the proximity of the 2012 Presidential Election, the Honors College fac-

ulty will be offering Math and Fairness in Democratic Elections and Cam-

paigns and Elections

coursework in Teacher Leadership in a Global Society, Un-Caped Crusad-

ers: Education and Social Justice, and Occupy School: The Philosophy of Par-

ticipatory Democratic Education



Faculty
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Associate Director Named NC French Teacher of the Year

courses linked to General Education, minors, majors, and study abroad advisees, as well as his in-

-

teachers in a one-month cultural and linguistic immersion in Senegal, where participants devel-

-



PRESENTATIONS

Honors Students Attend SYNAPSE Meeting

Columbia, SC, on Saturday, March 31, and Appalachian had a record number of stu-

present a poster about IMPULSE, the undergraduate neuroscience journal hosted 

through the Honors College at ASU, as well as to attend presentations on neuro-

were offered a chance to visit a gross anatomy lab, and a group from Berlin talked 

on the nexus of genes and behavior in rhesus monkeys was a fascinating tour de 

Roanoke University informed IMPULSE that his institution has set up a team and 

-

mote the journal and share in the excitement of undergraduate neuroscience research!



PRESENTATIONS

Honors Students Attend National Research Conference in Utah

-

-

C. elegans

Caenorhabditis elegans 
-

group had an incredible experience sharing their research with other undergraduates from around 



International
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BUAP Dental School Administrative Faculty

ASB Students Help School in Nicaragua

-

they left, traveling with no concrete plan and only a vague idea as to what kind of 

the rest of the week was dedicated to working on a school, painting and developing 

day the students put on a show as a thank you and then, after an all-too-short visit, 

that taught the ASU students an appreciation of what they have, but more than that, 

the experience as a whole provided an insight into another place and culture that 



INT’L

Libby Explores India, Advocates for Women’s Education

Libby Childers, a Junior Human Resource Management major, has been studying abroad 

wonderful academic and cultural experience while taking courses in Human Rights and Phi-

-

-
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Molly Explores Salamanca, Spain

Molly Spears is a junior Communica-

-

Salamanca is a beautiful city in north-

western Spain, known for having the old-

an amazing time so far - not only in Sala-

manca, but also while traveling to other 

-

ly is studying Spanish in hopes of one day 

using it as a speech-language pathologist 

Upcoming Events

April 19th - Celebration of Student Research and Creative       
Endeavors Meeting (Plemmons Student Union, all day)

April 21st - Spring Open House (Holmes Convocation Center, 
9am-2pm)

May 11th - Honorum Laurus Spring Honors Graduation        
Ceremony (Broyhill Events Center, 2:30-4:30pm)

For more updates on upcoming events, check out the Honors Col-
lege Calendar at http://honors.appstate.edu/calendar and the 

Honors College Announcement Board at http://honors.appstate.
edu/announcements.



INT’L

Blakeley Spends Spring in Seville

mountains and the clash of Muslim culture from the south and the Catholic culture from the North that has 

about a thirty-minute walk from the center of the city, away from the center and nightlife, but in the middle 

-

ish in Sevilla, you can understand it anywhere, and if you can understand Spanish in that market, then you 

-



STUDENTS
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Chancellor’s Scholars Dinner

-

cellor’s Scholars on March 20, and the scholars and Honors College 

faculty and friends enjoyed the elegant hospitality of App House once 

to visit with “her” students, giving us all a chance to thank her for her 

continued enthusiastic support of the Honors College and the Heltzer 

-



STUDENTS
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Jordan Heads to Tufts for Prestigious MA Program in Philosophy

Jordan’s Honors thesis is a two-part work that spans areas of cognitive science, the 

is concerned with the shareability of moral concepts and the impact of concept posses-

-

program is perennially ranked as the best terminal MA of its kind in the United States, 

drew him in with his highly engaging Honors-level introductory course and his 

-

-

-



ALUMNI
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Honors Student Becomes the Teacher

of other engaged students were deeply rewarding for him, and he felt that most 

of his professors knew him and were genuinely interested in helping him develop 

immensely, but largely viewed as a sidelight to his major course of study in An-

thropology/Archaeology—and, eventually, he realized that he had enough English 

-

really wanted a career in a community-based, liberal arts, teaching-focused envi-

-

burg College, and now serves as an Assistant Professor at Simpson College in 



ALUMNI
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Ronnie Studies Literature in the UK

After graduating from Appalachian last May with a BA in English with Honors distinction, Ronnie 

-

-

Brideshead Revisited, which prepared him to undertake his master’s thesis this sum-



AWARDS

Alex Bentz, an Honors graduate and previous Goldwater Scholarship honorable mention, 

-

breeding density of tree swallows to alter the amount of social aggression naturally and, 

-

sign and found that nestlings hatched in high density sites, regardless of where they were 

mechanism responsible for aggressive phenotypes resulting from prenatal hormone expo-

-
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Next Laurus Honorum 

Arrives in the Summer!

Spring Arrives

at Appalachian


