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SPRAIING 2012

HON 2515 and 3515 Spring Courses!

The Honors College course list for Fall 2012 includes a wide variety of topics
to meet just about anyone’s interests. Back by popular demand is Dr. Michael
Lane’s Pros(e)titution class, as well as classics like Love & Death and Cre-
ative Life and Practice. Two major themes will provide several new options.
Given the proximity of the 2012 Presidential Election, the Honors College fac-
ulty will be offering Math and Fairness in Democratic Elections and Cam-
paigns and Elections. Other classes will explore our educational system through
coursework in Teacher Leadership in a Global Society, Un-Caped Crusad-
ers: Education and Social Justice, and Occupy School: The Philosophy of Par-
ticipatory Democratic Education. Check out descriptions of these and many
more Honors Seminars on the Honors College website at honors.appstate.edu.
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INT'L/ENVENTS

rLl}f)corrring ‘FEvents

?ljom’( 19th - Celebration qf Student Research and Creative
FEndeavors ‘Meeting (Plemmons Student Union, all cfay)

?ljori( 21st - Spring Open House (Holmes Convocation Center,
9am-2jom)

May 11th - Honorum Laurus Spring Honors Graduation
Ceremony (Broyﬁi[f ‘Events Center, 2:30-4:30]9111)

For more u]:)d'ates On upcoming events, check out the Honors Col-
[ege Calendar at ﬁtt}o://ﬁonors.aja]osmte,ec[u/ca[encfar and the
Honors Coffege Announcement Board at ﬁtt}o://ﬁonors.ajaystate,
edu/announcements.

Molly Explores Salamanca, Spain

Molly Spears is a junior Communica-
tion Disorders major spending the se-
mester studying abroad in Salamanca.
Salamanca is a beautiful city in north-
western Spain, known for having the old-
est university in the country. She’s had
an amazing time so far - not only in Sala-
manca, but also while traveling to other
places like Paris, Berlin, and Rome. Mol-
ly is studying Spanish in hopes of one day
using it as a speech-language pathologist
and working with bilingual children.
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STVUDENTS

Chancellor’s Scholars Dinner

Chancellor and Mrs. Peacock hosted their annual dinner for the Chan-
cellor’s Scholars on March 20, and the scholars and Honors College
faculty and friends enjoyed the elegant hospitality of App House once
again. A special treat was that Mrs. Jerri Heltzer came up from Lenoir
to visit with “her” students, giving us all a chance to thank her for her
continued enthusiastic support of the Honors College and the Heltzer
Honors Program for International Education. So many students now
have benefited from this scholarship, generously funded by Mrs. Hel-
tzer and her remarkable friends, Dr. and Mrs. Mitsch. Thank you to
the Peacocks, Mrs. Heltzer, and the students for a wonderful evening!
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STVOUDENTS

Jordan Heads to Tufts for Prestigious MA Program in Philosophy

Jordan’s Honors thesis is a two-part work that spans areas of cognitive science, the
philosophy of mind, and metaethics. Part one focuses on the shareability of concepts as
mental representations within Jerry Fodor’s Language of Thought Hypothesis. Part two
is concerned with the shareability of moral concepts and the impact of concept posses-
sion and emotional dispositions on moral motivation. Jordan will specialize in metaeth-
ics and philosophy of mind at the Tufts University MA program in philosophy. This
program is perennially ranked as the best terminal MA of its kind in the United States,
and has a superb record for placing graduates in top-tier philosophy PhD programs.
Jordan owes his passion for philosophy primarily to Dr. Christopher J. Bartel, who
drew him in with his highly engaging Honors-level introductory course and his
whimsical Star Wars t-shirts. In Spring of 2011, Jordan enrolled in New York Uni-
versity’s “Spring in New York™ program, where he took 17 credit hours at NYU
and maintained a paid internship at the Anti-Defamation League’s National Civ-
il Rights Division. This experience, combined with the rigor of the Honors College
courses and encouragement from the exceptional faculty in the Department of Phi-
losophy & Religion at ASU, solidified his resolve to pursue philosophy as a career.
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Honors Student Becomes the Teacher

J.J. Butts was in the Honors Program as a Chancellor’s Scholar from 1991 to
1995. The opportunities for smaller, discussion-based classes with a community
of other engaged students were deeply rewarding for him, and he felt that most
of his professors knew him and were genuinely interested in helping him develop
ideas. In fact, he more or less stumbled into his vocation thanks to coursework in
the Honors Program; he had several English Honors courses--which he enjoyed
immensely, but largely viewed as a sidelight to his major course of study in An-
thropology/Archaeology —and, eventually, he realized that he had enough English
credits to double major. The participatory and creative pedagogical models en-
countered in those classes (particularly Melissa Barth’s) inspired him to keep his
own classrooms innovative and student-focused. They helped him to see that he
really wanted a career in a community-based, liberal arts, teaching-focused envi-
ronment, which provided him with a significant advantage in a field where most
graduate students are trained for research institutions. He obtained his Ph.D. in
English from Syracuse University, and has since taught at Hunter College, Wart-
burg College, and now serves as an Assistant Professor at Simpson College in
Iowa. He is shown in the accompanying photo with a class taking it to the streets.
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Ronnie Studies Literature in the UK

After graduating from Appalachian last May with a BA in English with Honors distinction, Ronnie
Trogden chose to continue his studies in an MA course in Modern and Contemporary Literature
and Culture at the University of York in the United Kingdom. The Department of English at the
University of York is ranked first in the UK currently. Being a part of The Honors College during
his time at Appalachian certainly contributed to his qualifications and preparedness for such a pro-
gram. For his required study abroad, he spent a summer term at the University of Oxford studying
foundational Literary Theory and Shakespeare. He also wrote an Honors Thesis last year on Eve-
lyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited, which prepared him to undertake his master’s thesis this sum-
mer. Though his research skills have improved and his topic has changed, he still has once before
completed a project of equivalent length—making the logistics of doing so again less daunting.

Overall, he has thoroughly enjoyed living and studying in the UK so far. The type of program he
found in the UK is quite different from one found in the US. British postgraduate studies involve
not only more rigorous individual intellectual inquiry, but also dialogue with others in the same
and related fields, a program design to which he says he finds himself well suited. MA programs
in the UK are also only one year long, and when he finishes his MA this coming autumn, he plans
to begin applications for PhD programs both in the US and in the UK. He encourages those now
in the The Honors College to take advantage of the opportunities presented and to appreciate that
the quality of education you have available through Appalachian is recognized internationally.
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AWARDS

Honors Grad Awarded NSF Fellowship

Alex Bentz, an Honors graduate and previous Goldwater Scholarship honorable mention,
has been awarded a National Science Foundation fellowship to support her doctoral work
at Auburn University. She has been working in the lab of Lynn Siefferman in the Depart-
ment of Biology, where she is completing her M.S. Her research involved manipulating the
breeding density of tree swallows to alter the amount of social aggression naturally and,
thus, yolk testosterone transferred to eggs via maternal effects. She measured the growth
rate and personality (aggression and boldness) of offspring using a partial cross-foster de-
sign and found that nestlings hatched in high density sites, regardless of where they were
reared, are significantly more aggressive, bold, and grow faster than those hatched in low
density sites. Moreover, these personality traits are more strongly correlated when a nestling
is hatched and reared in the same environment. These data suggest that maternal hormone
provisioning is a mechanism to create adapted phenotypes for anticipated environments.
Her Ph.D. research will be a continuation of the MS work as she tries to determine the
mechanism responsible for aggressive phenotypes resulting from prenatal hormone expo-
sure and evaluate its role as a mediator of evolutionary change. It was this proposed Ph.D.
research that earned her the NSF fellowship, but it was the advice she received from the
great faculty members in the Department of Biology, in particular her advisor Lynn Sief-
ferman, as well as Sue Edwards and Ted Zerucha, that made her a competitive applicant.
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Syn’ng ‘Arrives

at ﬂy]aafacﬁian

Next Laurus Honorum
Arrives in the Summer!
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Contact The Honors College
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