Honors Students Take on the Quest!
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After months of planning, preparation, and construc-
tion, the Honors College moved to its new home in
January! Located on the east side of campus at 214
Locust Street, on the Corner of Brown Street, the
new Brad and Carole Wilson Honors and Engage-
ment Community is now complete with Appalachian
Hall adjoining Summit and Cone Halls to form a cas-
tle-like rectangle with a beautiful center bailey.

The new space houses a number of areas that will
improve our services and environment for Honors
Students. The second floor offers six new classrooms
that will offer state-of-the-art audio and visual class-
room technology. The arrangement of each class-
room space facilitates active learning environments
that foster open discussions among the students and
professors. This floor also offers two great study ar-
eas. One area has been adopted by the Appalachian
Honors Association (AHA!) as a new Honors musical
venue called “The Platform” where students gather
and perform on Thursday evenings.

Windows fronting both sides of the corner of Appa-
lachian Hall provide energy and light as you walk up
the stairs to the third floor, where the Honors College
staff and faculty offices are located. Additional pri-
vate study rooms and a resource center have been put
to good use on this floor by students who seek quiet
study time or to gather for fun and games.
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The New Home of “Castle-Honors”

There is also a spacious corner library that is lit up
by windows covering an entire wall that overlooks a
beautiful view of the campus. This cozy space pro-
vides a relaxing atmosphere where students can es-
cape to socialize, study, or simply enjoy the view.

The hidden outside courtyard located at the
center of the castle provided a cheerful playing
ground for students when Boone got a blast of
spring back on January 29th. Football and Frisbee
made this a fun afternoon for students to enjoy a
winter day of 62 degrees. Now that spring has ar-
rived, Dr. Michael Dale transformed the courtyard
into a classroom on April 9th!

Please come by to see our wonderful new facili-
ties and get a glimpse of what’s to come in the
Honors College!
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Honors Students Show Their Talent in Maya Angelou Periormance

Honors students, Jenna Veal (far right) and Jane
Bowers (third from left), put on an amazing dance
performance during An Evening With Maya An-
gelou: The 29th Martin Luther King Jr. Commem-
oration. The event took place on January 22nd at
the Holmes Convocation Center, where hundreds
had the pleasure of watching the beautiful dance
piece that was performed.

Congratulations Jenna and Jane!
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The Liie Rait Debate

Onthe evening of March 25th, three brave ASU faculty
members participated in The Life Raft Debate hosted
by the Appalachian Honors Association (AHA!). De-
spite the snowy, bitter cold weather, this funny an-
nual event attracted over sixty audience members,
who laughed, clapped, and cheered throughout the
entire debate.

The story behind the event is that some sort of apoc-
alyptic disaster takes place and the sole survivors
are the audience members, who have built a raft and
set sail to rebuild society from the ground up. They
must bring along the three ASU professors for their
wisdom and guidance in the new world. HOWEVER,
there is only ONE additional spot on the raft. The
professors must argue that his or her discipline is
the one indispensable area of study that new civili-
zation will need in order to flourish. The audience
members then cast their votes for who will be the
one to climb aboard the raft and help save humanity!

Featured as this year’s professors were Dr. Pamela
Lundin from Chemistry (center), Dr. Donna Lillian
from Women'’s Studies (right), and Dr. Chris Osmond
from the College of Education (left). Each did an
amazing job in the presentation and responding to
some challenging questions from the audience. In
the end it was Dr. Lundin who won the coveted spot
on the raft and the wood-burned oar trophy.

Special thanks to these three professors for provid-
ing the audience an incredible evening of fun, laugh-
ter, and adventure!

AHA! members pictured with Drs. Osmond,
Lundin, and Lillian.

Dr. Lundin pictured with oar trophy.
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The Vagina Monologues

From November 2012 to February 2013, Honors stu-
dent and advertising major, Shelby Forsyth, directed
The Vagina Monologues, an annual production on Appa-
lachian’s campus. The Vagina Monologues, a play by Eve
Ensler, is a series of stories written or inspired by wom-
en. The purpose of the Monologues is to bring aware-
ness to issues as lighthearted as pubic hair, the life of a
dominatrix, and reclaiming the word “cunt,” and as seri-
ous as rape, sexual abuse, and genital mutilation.

Shelby and the cast began rehearsals in late November
and rehearsed every week up until the performances.
The show ran for three nights over Valentine’s Day
weekend, selling out its final night. It raised over $6000
for the V-DAY Campaign, which helps women and girls
across the world in various ways.

Shelby plans to direct the show again next year. If you Shelby Forsyth (iront row on leif) with cast.
would like to be a part of next year’s show, please stop

by the ASU Women'’s Center, located in the International
Hallway.
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Meet the
Thumbtackers

Meet the Thumbtackers, Catherine Wood and Stephen
Van Delinder, both 2010 Heltzer Honors College gradu-
ates who dropped everything to follow their dreams of
backpacking Eurasia for one year.

Three years ago, Catherine began dreaming of long-dis-
tance backpacking from Portugal to Beijing. “I knew it
would be difficult and risky, but backpacking Eurasia was
something I needed to do,” she notes, “I realized in my
heart that I had to accomplish the dream at a young age
or always look back and wonder ‘what if?”” As an under-
graduate, Catherine traveled with the Heltzer Honors
Program to Vienna for a summer study in politics and
architecture. She also traveled with the Walker College
of Business to China as a Holland Fellow. Her experi-
ences with ASU fueled her love of travel and gave her
the courage and skills to plan for the extended trip. She
just had to talk boyfriend Stephen into taking the jump
with her, and it wasn’t a difficult sell. He was hesitant,
as this would be his first time traveling outside the U.S,,
he recalls, “It was a leap of faith and the adventure of a
lifetime! How do you say no to that?” There were a lot of
issues to address and obstacles to overcome, but few
people accomplish their dreams without taking risks.

It started with a dream; Stephen bought a world

Motorbiking
Across
Thailand

map and Catherine bought some thumbtacks. Before
long, they had a map full of pushpins and a spool of
thread to tie them all together. Structuring an extended
trip required both planning and flexibility. They came
up with the name “Thumbtack Travel” and launched a
website to chronicle their journey - Thumbtacktravel.
com - be sure to check it out!

The Thumbtackers had started careers, worked to save
pennies and gain experience, and planned for possible
worse-case scenarios. They knew that quitting their
jobs at the height of an economic downturn could spell
disaster for the future, but it was worth the risk. Al-
though they were happy in their jobs, Stephen worked
in outside sales and Catherine was in audit for a large
bank, they wanted more.

The Thumbtackers bought one-way tickets to Amster-
dam and, from the moment they hit the ground, knew
they had made the right decision. Traveling by bus,
boat, rail, camel, motorcycle, tuk-tuk, and of course on
foot,

The Gobi Desert in China

the Thumbtackers traveled 7,800 miles from Amster-
dam to Bangkok. They hiked the Himalayas in China,
cliff dove in Croatia, zip-lined through the jungles of
Laos, and explored the roof-top terraces of Istanbul,
but decided the experience was worth much more than
that. It gave them an opportunity to leverage their ex-
periences going forward.

Catherine points out, “Our educations at Appalachian
State taught us to think outside the box. We used our trip
to propel us into the industries we wanted to be in. Inside
of the 50 days following our return to the States, we both
have jobs in our desired field.”

(continued on page 9)
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.. Thumbtackers (continued from page 8)

Stephen dreamed of pursuing a career in digital
marketing, but realized how difficult it is to switch
industries without experience. He used their web-
site, Thumtacktravel.com, and the social marketing
from their trip to get a foot in the door. He is now
a Digital Marketing Specialist with a business con-
sulting group in Raleigh.

Catherine is also now in her much desired field of
international business. She accepted an internal
audit/international consulting role with a large NC
textile manufacturer that has a presence in China,
India, Mexico, and Pakistan. Despite coming back

to the states a few months ago, she’s ready to hit
the road again and give her passport some much-
needed exercise - only this time it will be for work.
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Tandem
biking in X’ian
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The International Honors opportunities are about to

International Honors Opportunities Expand In Bratzil

get bigger: want to go to Brazil? Dr. Jones and Celeste

Crowe, Director of the Health Professions Advising Office, traveled to the cities of Fortaleza and Recife to visit
three partner schools in those beautiful, north coast cities. The University of Fortaleza offers a chance for stu-
dents to go for a month and shadow students being trained in a number of schools, including medicine, dental,
and PT. The Federal Rural University of Pernambuco in Recife has a veterinary school and, in addition to the
chance to shadow vet students in their clinical years, there are research opportunities in zoonotics, reproduc-
tive science, and milk testing! The Catholic University in Recife also has research laboratories doing molecular
biology research in medically related topics and available for short experiences. Students interested in go-
ing to Brazil should start studying Portuguese now, and start shopping for sunscreen, as it is ALWAYS beach

weather at 3° south latitude!

Above: The beautiful campus of the University oi Fortaleza Above: Celeste Crowe and Dr. Jones enjoyed

the excitement of “Carnaval” in Reciie,
thanks to Dr. Leucio Alves and his wiie.
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Honors Pre-Law Advisor Attends
North Carolina Bar Association Conierence

On March 28, Lisa Kirscht, Honors Pre-law and
Business Advisor, traveled to Elon University
School of Law to attend the NCBA's second an-
nual diversity conference, “The Admissions Game:
Increasing Diversity in the Pipeline to Law School”
Kirscht met Deans and representatives from all
seven of North Carolina’s law schools, who were
also in attendance to provide information that
ranged from admissions to career services.

The one-day conference was sponsored by the
NCBA Minorities in the Profession Committee
and focused on the alarming trends of decreasing
numbers of minority lawyers occurring over the
past ten years, as well as the decreasing number
of minority applicants to law school. In addition
to these important issues, panelists discussed the
value of legal education today, important consid-
erations in the admissions process, and tips for
success in seeking a career in the legal profession.

Kirscht returned from the conference armed with
incredibly valuable information to share with the
Honors pre-law students to better assist them in
paving their way to law school and beyond.
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The Honors College Newsletter

Next Laurus Honorum prcr
Arrives in the Summer! D Lestie Surgent Jones

Associate Director

Dr. Michael Lane

Advising Coordinator

Dr. Angela Mead

Pre-Law and Business Advisor

Lisa Kirscht

Watch for our suumumer news- Office Manager
letter aond read about the
spring Honoruwm Lawrus; Catina DeBord
WWWW é(t M"do/ 0(1)1/'00(/01/ Director of Prestigious Scholarships Program
adventures, theses highlights,
oand, much more/ Dr. Dale Wheeler

Graduate Assistant

Tori Ford

If you would like to donate to the Honors
College and support our talented students,
please visit our website and click on the

image above, which is located at the bottom of | | Address: ASU Box 32073, Boone, NC 28608
Email: honors@appstate.edu

our home page at www.honors.appstate.edu. Phone: (828) 262-2083
Fax: (828) 262-2734

Contact The Honors College

For more information on how to donate,
please email or call the Honors College. We
appreciate your support and generosity!
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