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From The Director

Welcome, Class of 2015!

We have had an exciting June meeting and advising our newest class
of Honors freshmen. We have seen 124 of our incoming class, with
the rest due to come for their Orientation in August. We expect a total
of ~140 freshmen, and most of those will be living in the Honors and
Engagement Village in Cone Hall. Some photos from Orientation are
in these pages, but mostly this issue is filled with stories of summer
travels and where some of our May graduates are bound. There are
tales of adventure from South Africa to Spain, Puebla to Paris, and
inspiring plans for graduate school and beyond. My own fact-finding
mission to India is outlined with a brief peek at what that might lead
to for internship opportunities in the future. As always, come back in
the fall for an update!
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International

Education

Bethany Boggess, Pre-Med,
spends a month in Puebla

Bethany is a Biology major/Spanish minor with
dreams of a future medical practice that extends
health care to those who need it most in the
world. She is spending June learning about the
impact of culture on health education and prac-
tice at the medical school of the Universidad de
las Americas Puebla, Mexico. She is shadowing
third year students and doing a research project
on public health and epidemiology in Mexico
with a professor at the medical school and re-
ports that the experience has been breathtaking
in its scope. She expected her Spanish would
improve, but she has been most excited with all
that she has learned about health care and the
challenges of reaching out to provide quality
health care to all the citizens in the region.

Matt Freer, Chemist, spends a month in Puebla

Elsewhere on the UDLAP campus, Matt is synthesizing
chemical products that can be used to prevent various
potentially harmful bacteria from surviving in water. In
addition to some nanoengineering, though, he is finding
time to rock climb. He and Bethany are shown below on
a foray to the largest (by volume) pyramid in the world
just outside Cholula. The Spanish built a church on top
of it back in the 15th century, but the mammoth Cholu-
latecan wonder is dwarfed by the neighboring volcano.
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Int'l Ed

Culture and the Arts in Vienna

This short-term study abroad program took
17 students from a variety of majors, along
with Drs. Jim Toub (ART), Victor Mansure
(MUS) and Alexandra Hellenbrand (GER and
Global Studies), to Vienna, Austria, for three
weeks this spring.

Students took two HON courses (HON 2515 and HON 3515) and experienced history and art and mu-
sic live on site in one of Europe’s most beautiful capitals. They had class in the Belvedere Palace (can
you imagine a lecture on Klimt’'s “The Kiss” right in front of the painting?!) and toured Beethoven’s resi-
dence in Heiligenstadt, in addition to visiting the Esterhazy Palace, where the composer Haydn lived and
worked, and visited Freud’s home.

And, of course, no visit to Vienna is complete
without a culinary tour of the coffeehouses
and cafes that would make this trip one of
the most delicious programs ever! Both the
students and the professors agreed that they
learned a great deal about Vienna and enjoyed
the surrounding Austrian mountains.




Int'l Ed

Katie Marr Learns About Love and Power in Paris

Drs. Jack Kwong and Randy Reed from the Department of Philosophy
and Religion took 14 students in May to Paris and Rome on a program
called “Love, Sex, and Power.” The students spent 10 days in each of
the cities examining how these themes are reflected in the history of
Christianity. They visited numerous churches, catacombs, ruins, pal-
aces, and museums (e.g., Louvre, D’Orsay, Versailles, Coliseum, Vatican
Museums, St. Peter’s Basilica). They also took some day trips to near-
by towns and cities, including Chartres and Giverny (Monet’s Garden)
in France, and Ostia and Milan in Italy. The students also were asked to
think about the ‘meaning of life’ and to reflect upon their experiences
in order to arrive at a hypothesis about what constitutes a good life.
Not hard to think about when you are also attending the opera and
concerts while taking advantage of the great food in both places! Katie
Marr, an Honors Philosophy major (holding the banner in front of the
School of Athens fresco in the Vatican) participated and will be happy
to know that next year Drs. Kwong and Reed will offer the two
courses as HON 2515 and 3515 classes for the Honors College.
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Int’l Ed

Students Travel with Dr. Mowa for “South Africa Clinical Shadowing” Course

This summer, 12 students had the opportunity to take the
trip of a lifetime to the great country of South Africa. This trip
was designed to integrate like-minded pre-professional stu-
dents into a cultural and clinical experience that would not
only broaden their horizons, but also help to contribute to
their future goals and ambitions. The trip began with a histo-
ry lesson on apartheid, to help students understand just how
recently the violence in this country had been quelled. This
provided students with an understanding of the various de-
mographic factors that play a role in giving adequate health
care to the entire population of a country. South Africa is a
country that has a shortage of medical practitioners, much
like the rest of the world, the only difference is that everyone
in this country is entitled to quality healthcare. Having the = Wrestling with 3 month old white tigers at the
opportunity to witness this dynamic first hand allowed stu- Lion and Rhino Park. Pictured (Left to Right): Lee

.. Stanley, Vinny Burns, Steven Mouro, Chirayu Patel
dents to grasp some of the challenges that these future clini-
cians will have to face when entering the healthcare field as
the US government continues to pursue universal healthcare.

In addition to the clinical shadowing, there were some remarkable extracurricular activities as well. To
begin with, there was the trip to the Lion and Rhino Park, where they played with lion, cheetah, and tiger
cubs, and a drive to a nature reserve to see some of Africa’s wildlife in the wild. In addition to this, they also
went to a professional rugby match at Ellis Park, and some of them even were able to stand on the field
were Nelson Mandela presented the trophy to the world cup champion South African rugby team. That was
only a snippet of all of the wonderful opportunities that this trip provided, Chirayu would highly recom-
mend this trip, as this program will only continue to grow and improve each year.
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Int'l Ed

University of the Free State Hosts Nine Pre-Health Internships




Int'l Ed

Honors College Working to Expand Internships to India

Dr. Jones with children of MCCSS

Transients’ neighborhood of Family Life Institute

Village outside Trichy

Dr. Jesse Lutabingwa, Director of the Office of Interna-
tional Education and Development, once again supported
the Honors College’s efforts to create clinical education
internships abroad. Currently, the opportunities are in
two schools in Mexico and one in South Africa, but fol-
lowing a trip to India in May, two schools in Tamil Nadu,
The Madras Christian College in Chennai and Bishop He-
ber College in Trichy, are now possible sites for Honors
internships. In addition to these two colleges, which both
have vibrant exchanges with Appalachian, the Madras
Christian Council of Social Services in Chennai has also
hosted ASU exchange students, thanks to the dynamic Ms.
[sabel Richardson, and is willing to expand this option for
Honors internships.

The opportunities that students can consider are quite
varied, and extend from the Christ Faith Home for Chil-
dren to the Little Drops home for aged and homeless men.
These potential placements might be suitable for a range
of students, from pre-med to social work, and from sociol-
ogy to psychology. Pre-meds can select from several op-
tions, including the MCC Family Life Institute, where they
can shadow a Social Work graduate student twice a week
working with a Sister serving patients from the adjacent
neighborhood of transients.

Visits out to rural villages while in Trichy are an option, as
Social Work graduate students also have palcement there
designed to help villagers with everything from health re-
hab progress to education and social realighment (caste
system prejudice is still wide-spread despite laws prohib-
iting discrimination).

There is also the possibility to work on environmental
research at the Pulicat Lake site of the Department of
Zoology of MCC. This Estuarine Biological Laboratory is
a brackish body of water on the coast of India between
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Another possibility is to
do wildlife research at regional national park with Dr. Rel-
ton Albert of Bishop Heber College.
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Honors and Engagement
Village

The construction on The Honors and Engagement Vil-
lage is nearing completion! While Summit Hall towers
over the new office building, Cone Hall stands in the
back. Students will begin to move in August 14th be-
fore classes begin, but The Honors College offices will
not be open until next Spring semester. This much-
awaited housing project has created a lot of excitement
among staff and students alike!

The Honors College Newsletter

Director

Dr. Leslie Sargent Jones

Associate Director

Dr. Michael Lane

Director of Prestigious Scholarship Program

Dr. Dale Wheeler

Advising Coordinator

Angela Mead

Administrative Assistant

Catina Debord

Student Assistant

Samantha Craig

Contact The Honors College

Address: ASU Box 32073, Boone, NC 28608
Email: honors@appstate.edu
Phone: (828) 262-2083
Fax: (828) 262-2734
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